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PRELIMINARY STATEMENT OF TORNADOES IN THE UNITED STATES DURING 1931

By HerserTt C. HUNTER

(Weather Bureau, Washington, February 2, 1932)

In advance of the final study of windstorms of 1931,
which probably will be finished during next summer, and
in accordance with the practice of recent years, a pre-
liminary statement is made in the December issue of the
Review of the results derived from information secured
through the assistance of many observers, especially the
several sections directors. Practically all this material
has been employed in compiling the monthly tables of
¢Severe Local Storms.”

The number of tornadoes and the damage they caused
were considerably less than for any other recent year,
and it is especially gratifying that the loss of life was
less than half the least in any of the preceding 15 years.
The greatest loss of any month was in December although
this usually is the season of least tornado activity.

TORNADOES AND PROBABLE TORNADOES
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1 In thousands of dollars.
2 Some of these, in the final study, may be classed as not tornadoes.

THE WEATHER OF 1931 IN THE UNITED STATES

By HerserT C. HUNTER

The year was marked by unusual warmth over the
greater part of the country, and was somewhat warmer
than normal in all but a very few small areas. Tempera-
tures were particularly above normal in the months
usually styled the winter months—December, January,
and February—also considerably in the autumn months
and July.

Of the 12 months only March averaged cooler than
normal, on the basis of the district departures shown in
Table 1, although May was practically normal in the
country as a whole.

The accompanying temperature-departure chart, like
the right-hand column of Table 1, indicates that the
north-central portion of the country had the greatest

ositive departure for the year as a whole, as it also had
n 1930, 1928, and 1921. In general, 1931 and 1921 were
the warmest years experienced in the United States during
a considerable period.

The smallest departures were found in the Florida
Peninsula and the Southern Slope. Indeed, the former
averaged more than half a degree below normal tempera-
ture during the 11-month period, January to November,
but the warmest December of record succeeded, making
the district temperature average for the entire year
slightly above normal.

The precipitation was deficient in the country &s a
whole, but to a considerably less extent than in 1930.
Once more the Florida Peninsula shows the largest excess

for the year, but a considerably smaller excess than for
1930. The Southwest recorded more precipitation than
normal, particularly the South Pacific district. The
Middle Atlantic, Ohio Valley, and North Pacific districts,
where 1930 saw marked deficiencies, experienced deficien-
cies also in 1931, as a whole; but shortages were less,
particularly in the Ohio Valley and the North Pacific
areas; also the distribution from month to month was not
so unfavorable.

The South Atlantic district had a considerable shortage,
notably during the 6-month period, June to November.
The Northern Slope and North Dakota had marked defi-
ciencies of rainfall starting in April and lasting through
substantially all the months of the growing season.

During every month several districts received greater
precipitation than normal and several others less than
normal. As Table 2 indicates, the month of June had
the greatest deficiency over the country as a whole,
though February and May likewise fell short to a con-
siderable extent. December alone showed an excess
more than very slight, when all the districts were
averaged.

It should be remarked that the two charts and the
tables are based on reports from about 200 Weather
Bureau stations and that a larger number and better
distribution of the reporting stations would probably
give a somewhat different result, especially as to the
areas of positive and negative departures.



